To ensure our students are able to take their place in the world, they will be
Resilient, Resourceful, Respectful and Responsible
Thursday 23rd June2022: Term 2 Week 8
MATARIKI CELEBRATION
What a wonderful day was had by all who attended
yesterday, a full-on day of fun, food and activities. Thank
you to all the staff who pulled together to make this a
possibility, and a special thanks to Mrs Keenan for
organising and steering us in the right direction.
Trading – it has been brought to the staffs attention that
some children are bringing items to trade, please could
their posessions stay at home.
REMINDER
Tomorrow is the Matariki celebration at Waimumu,
and also daily 5.45-10pm in Queens Park. There is no
school on tomorrow (Friday).

Children received some rugby drill this week, a lot of running and passing, and some really tired children.
Thank you to the MLT and Albion Rugby Ambassadors.

ASSEMBLY
Congratulations to the receivers of assembly certificates.
Great sharing of stories this week.
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GORGE ROAD SCHOOL UNIFORMS We no longer carry these in stock, they can be purchased from the
UniformNZ website then collected at their shop which is now at 142 Otepuni Avenue
http://gorgeroad.uniformnz.com This is the polo top we wear to sports day but can be worn every day
as a uniform if you wish. Note the sizing is on the small side

Upcoming Events
Friday

24th

June

Friday 1st July

4th

Monday
July
th
Friday 9 July

No School: Matariki
School photos order forms due back

BoT Meeting
Last day of Term 2
ABSENTEES: To report an absence
please phone the land line 032395763
opt 1 or 3 before 9.30am, text
0274674373, email
office@gorgeroad.school.nz or use the
Skool Loop.
BUS CHANGE or picking up your
child/ren. Please phone 2395763 opt 3
before 2.45pm.

Lunch Food List

Pies (mince/mince and cheese or steak and cheese) $1.50
Sausage Rolls
$2.00
Popcorn lightly salted 12g $1.00
Pizza (Ham and Cheese)
$2.00
Mrs Higgins Choc chip Cookie
$2.00
Moosies (blue lagoon)
$1.00 (temporarily out of stock)
Juicies (apple, wildberry, lemonade or tropical) $1.00 All lunch orders must come from home via
a note/envelope (written by an adult). Money can be paid in
cash or via a bank deposit to 03 1745 0027472 00 with Name
and lunch as reference. We will no longer use credits as
money will be sorted on the day and sent home within the
week. Mrs Beck will take charge of doing the ordered lunches.
Please if ordering Juicies note down the flavour on order
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Matau the Giant of Wakatipu

Rona and the Moon

Many years ago, there was the Chief’s daughter
Manata. She was beautiful with hair that rippled
down her back and eyes that were as dark as still
bush pools. Matakauri a man in the village loved
Manata and wanted to marry her but her father
wouldn’t allow them to marry each other. He was
just a man and not good enough for his daughter.
They were miserable that they couldn’t marry but
there was nothing they could do.

Long ago Rona, her husband and their children
lived above a peaceful valley on a hill. Rona and
her family used to like to listen to the birds,
crickets and the sounds from Tawhirimatea the
wind, from in the valley below. They loved to
watch the stars and Marama the moon at night in
the sky.

One morning the people went out to do their
early chores and Matakauri saw that Manata
wasn’t there. When Matakauri told the people,
she wasn’t there they remembered they felt the
ground shaking. They found a huge imprint and
realized that the great gigantic and enormous
Matau the Giant had taken her. The Chief told
everyone that whoever retrieves and brings
Manata home will be able to marry her.
Matakauri was the only one to volunteer to find
Manata.
Matakauri found Manata in the mountain valley
tied by a thong to a bush. He put his arms around
her and said I’ve come to take you back to be my
bride. He swung his axe to cut the thong but it
wouldn’t break because the hide could not be cut
by greenstone. She told him to go before Matau
would wake up. She started to cry and one of the
tears rolled down onto the thong and the ropes
cut from her tears. They made a raft and went
back to the village to get married.
Before he married, Matakauri knew he had to kill
Matau or the giant would come after them. The
wind was still blowing from the northwest so
Matakauri knew the giant was still sleeping. He
went back to the giant and put bundles of dry flax
and grass all around the giant and set them alight.
The roaring flame leapt high and set the mountain
tops alight and made a giant hole in the ground
where Matau lay. When the rain came the rain
filled the massive hole with water turning it into a
lake. The lake we now know as Lake Wakatipu.
The Giant’s heart still beats at the bottom of the
lake which is what makes the waves on Lake
Wakatipu.
Retold by Ella Mason

One night, Rona’s husband wanted a drink of
water so he went out to the calabashes to get
water but they were all empty. He was angry and
roared at Rona. Rona was angry at her husband
Tirohia and she went to go and fill up the calabash
herself. Marama the moon was watching her
from above.
While she was walking the cloud moved across
the face of the moon and made it dark. She no
longer had the moon shining to show her the way.
She could not see where she was going. Suddenly
she tripped and face planted into ground. She
cursed the moon and insulted it.
Marama was angry about what Rona had said to
her. She plunged down to the ground and
grabbed Rona around her waist. She pulled and
pulled Rona who was terrified and was clinging to
a ngaio tree. The ngaio tree was pulled out of the
ground. Marama kept pulling even though Rona
begged her to let her go. All three of them went
up into the starry sky.
The next morning Rona’s husband was wondering
what had happened to her. He felt bad for what
he did. He and the children went searching for
Rona and they found the big hole from the tree
and the broken calabash. They heard Rona’s cries
from up in the sky. They looked up and saw Rona
in the moon still holding the ngaio tree. The
children starting to cry thinking that Rona would
never come back. They were right she never did.
If you look up into the sky when the moon is full
you will see her in the moon still holding the ngaio
tree.
Re-told By Georgia Mead
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The Great Fish of Maui
Many years ago, there lived Maui. He had older
brothers who did not like him. They were jealous
of Maui because he had magic powers. One night,
Maui overheard his brothers talking about leaving
early to go fishing so they could avoid taking Maui
with them. He took his magic greenstone which
was his hook and hid inside the waka. His
brothers did not know Maui was in the waka and
Maui waited until they were far out to sea. He
pounced up from underneath the flax mats. The
brothers were porearea (annoyed) because Maui
had tricked them. Maui did a karakia that made
the waka go far, far, far out to sea at great speed.
The brothers wouldn’t give Maui any bait so he
punched his nose and bright red blood came out.
He used this for his bait and put it on his hook. He
swirled the line around above his head seven
times and then threw it down, down, down into
the deep water. Maui felt a tug on the line of a
huge fish. He pulled and pulled and the fish
fought to stay in his beloved home at the bottom
of the ocean. His brothers clung to the side of the
waka whakatuatea (terrified) that they would be
thrown off into the deep dark sea from the huge
waves that were being made from the tugging and
fighting fish below. Maui would not give up and
eventually the fish came to the surface of the
ocean. The fish was magnificent and smooth.
Maui dived into the sea to thank Tangaroa (god of
the sea) for letting him have this magnificent huge
smooth fish (one of his children). Before he did,
he instructed his brothers not to damage the fish.
As soon as Maui had disappeared beneath the
waves the brothers started fighting and arguing
about which part of the fish was theirs. They
started stabbing and hacking into that magnificent
fish. Where they cut great mountains and valleys
formed. As the years past ferns and trees grew on
the fish and later people came to live on this fish.
Right now, in 2022 the fish is called Te-Ika-a-Maui
(The Fish of Maui). This is the North Island of New
Zealand/Aotearoa.
Re-told By Marcus Hand
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Gorge Road School
Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app:

If you would like to advertise on the Gorge Road School Skool
Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com
To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search
‘Skool Loop’ & choose Gorge Road School once
installed.

